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A Great Success with

Career Day and Sushi Social!

The second JASM Career Day was held at the Alexander
Hill Ballroom of Macalester College on Saturday, November
12", It was organized to help those with an interest and pas-
sion for Japan learn about opportunities to utilize their skills
in a Japan related career.
Over 50 people attended this event
- | that began by featuring a keynote
| presentation by Mirja Hanson,
Honorary Consul General of Japan
in Minneapolis. Mirja shared her

xperiences with “Composing a
Career on this Small Planet”. Mrs.
Hanson encouraged the attendees to
use their Japan related skills and to
make those part of their search for meaningful careers.
A panel of JET Alumni, moderated by Liz Brailsford Minne-
sota JET Alumni Association Vice President with Monica
Komomua, Senior Analyst - Database Marketing, Thomson
Reuters, Aaron Medina, Category Development Manager,
General Mills Incorporated and Kate Thersleff, Vocational
Specialist, Partnership Resources Inc. spoke of their experi-
ences either in teaching English in a variety of places in Ja-
pan. They related how their experiences serving in the JET
program have been beneficial in their present careers.

Next, Karin Wagner, Founder and President of

Metis Career Consultants, gave a presentation as a job work-
shop. Ms. Wagner discussed how often people have a limited
or low level understanding of the job search process, and her
goal was to help attendees gain a

Mirja Hanson—
Keynote Speaker

deeper understanding of the process
and land their next opportunity.

Another panel of JASM
leaders related their experiences of
living and working in Japan. Micah
Bly, JASM Board Member served
as the moderator of the panel that
included David W. Smith, Vice
President - Market Development, St.
Jude Medical, Richard E. Stahl, President and Chief Man-
ager, Sassafras Consulting, LLC, and current president of
JASM, and Barbara Whittington, IT Project Manager, Ima-
tion Corporation. Each shared experiences of the fields they
work in and how they were able to utilize their knowledge of
Japanese language and culture during their career, as well as
give advice and information to attendees about different pos-
sible career options
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JASM Careers Panel

After the Career Day program, a Sushi Social gath-
ering was held at the Sakura Restaurant in Saint Paul. This
event provided the opportunity to continue the Career Day
discussion and network. JASM Board member, Liz Brails-
ford and the Young Professionals Group organized a superb
event to address the interests of future employees of Japan
related companies.

4th Annual Bonnenkai Coming
& Kanna Club

Everyone is invited to the fourth
Annual Bonnenkai (end of year |
celebration). The event will be held
with Kanna Club on Thursday, [§
Dec.15th, in Kikugawa Restaurant at
43 Main St. SE, in Minneapolis and
feature appetizers, and a casual
atmosphere to remember 2011 and look forward to the New
Year. The doors open at 5:30 PM and the program starts at
6:00 PM. The price is $10 for JASM members ($15 Non-
members), beverages are not included. Please make your
reservation by Tuesday, Dec.13th, on the JASM website, or
by calling 612-627-93570r by email to jasm@us-japan.org.
*The question for next month’s Kanna Club is : “Which
prefectures in Japan has the lowest population?”
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SAVE THE DATE:

SHINNENKAI 2012
Sunday, January 15th, 2012




Letter from the JASM President

2011-- The Year of the Volunteer
Most of us are familiar with the Chinese
Zodiac, a 12 year mathematical cycle
with an animal representing each year.
2011 is the Year of the Rabbit. 2012
will be the Year of the Dragon. I like to
think of each year for JASM being the
Year of the Volunteer. We are fortunate to have a great staff
of Ben van Lierop, Kanna Sato and our college interns
supplemented by our Officers and Directors. However,
event after event, [ am so impressed by the hard work done
by a great number of volunteers. Some people focus on
supporting one or two events, like the Mondale Dinner or the
J Quiz, while many others seem to be pitching in for one
event after another. THANK YOU one and all. The strong
record of JASM events during 2011 could not have happened
without the hard work and dedication of our volunteers.

JASM Career Day

Kudos to everyone involved in a very successful JASM
Career Day. Approximately 50 students, recent graduates
and JET returnees attended the program on November 12" at
Macalester College. The program featured a Keynote
Address by Mirja P. Hanson, Honorary Consul General of
Japan in Minneapolis, a Job Workshop with Karin Wagner,
Founder and President of Metis Career Consultants and panel
discussions with JET alumni and veteran JASM Board
members. Twenty one students from Saint John’s University
and College of Saint Benedict made the trip from St. Joseph
to participate. The program was followed by an enjoyable
dinner at Sakura with 30 plus attendees.

Upcoming Events

JASM’s busy schedule of events continues over the next two
months with our Recognition Party of Sakura Circle
Members on December 13‘h, Bonenkai Celebration on
December 15" and the Shinnenkai New Year’s Event on
January 15", Please look for details in this Tsushin or
contact the JASM website.

Tohoku

This year will be remembered throughout our lifetimes as the
year of the massive Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami. As
we enter the holiday season let us all stop and think how we
can continue to support our friends in Japan that are suffering
from this tragic event.

You Are The Boss

As JASM President I work for you, the members of JASM.
Let me know your suggestions, ideas and complaints. I can
be reached by email at LTCBDick@aol.com or by cell phone
612-581-9167.

/ JASM Membership News\

Total Private Members: 281
K Total Corporate Members: 57 J

Q0000000000000 000000
: Successful Give Minnesota Day! :

¢ On Wednesday, November 16th, people all over the ¢
¢ state of Minnesota had the opportunity to make a ¢
donation online to a non-profit organization through ¢
the Give Minnesota website. Thanks to everyone’s r's
P donations, JASM successfully raised:

$1590.00
Thank You to Our Donors!

® Deanna Bassett
@ Marc E. Blehert
Shirley E. Huskins
¢ Kathryn Klibanoff
¢ Cynthia Lee
¢ Connie Noterman
# Scott Olson
¢ Jeremy Edes Pierotti
¢ Larry and Chris Rossow
¢ David W. Smith
¢ Dick and Carol Stahl
¢ Satoko Suzuki
Ben and Chris van Lierop
¢ Gray Plant Mooty Foundation
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Many thanks for your continued support to enable JASM tq
develop and expand programs that build bridges of under-
standing and cultural awareness.

Please welcome the following new JASM members:
Ryan Powers, Brandis Conroy, Rebekah M. Holmes, Ken-
taro Takada, Jeremy Henning, Brett Kaminski

Thanks to the following renewing JASM members:
Peggy Herrmann, Toru Hibi, Bryan Roberts, Hanna Brandt,
Joel & Ayumi Malin, Miyuki & Mitch Baron

Happy to Announce New Corporate Members:
Leonard, Street and Deinard

We are grateful to the Sakura Circle renewing member
Bill Deef




New Corporate Members ' Please thank our

®) Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ l

MUFG

members with your
support!

The Bank of Tokyo—Mitsubishi UFJ (BTMU), one of the top five largest banks in the world,
provides, commercial banking services to Minnesota clients through its Minnesota Corporate
Banking office. BTMU’s aim is to contribute to the growth of the Japanese and global
economy through the provision of services to support worldwide customer growth. Under
these severe economic conditions, BTMU contributes to customers' businesses and the real
economy through steady financing and a variety of instruments. We are proud to be associated
with Scott Ackerman, the Director of U.S. Corporate Banking , and other representatives from
BTMU. We feel honored to have a company directly related to the Japanese community as one
of our members.

Leonard, Street, and Deinard, is a full-service
law firm in Minneapolis. They have helped clients
achieve objectives through astute legal advice and good
common sense since 1922. Whether representing an
individual, a start-up company or a Fortune 500
corporation, they work to understand client needs, stay
focused on goals and provide wise counsel and practical
advice. Everyone is dedicated to client success. In this
increasingly competitive world, their clients' loyalty is
something they do not take for granted. JASM warmly
welcomes Leonard, Street, and Deinard to our society.
We are pleased to have the support of Ruth Rivard and
associates as a part of our efforts to create lasting
relationships among the community.

LEONARD
STREET

AND
DEINARD

Corporate Roundtable Report

The November Corporate Roundtable event highlighted a
presentation by Mr. Tatsuhiro Shindo, Chief Executive
Director of JETRO Chicago. Shindo-san’s presentation
delineated the concerns and progress of the Great East Japan
Earthquake cleanup. His insights on social trends, as well of
the development of Japan’s economy, Shindo-san brought
light to new understanding of Japanese culture. His
presentation was not only informative, but gave a sense of
ambition to Japan’s road ahead. The participating members’
backgrounds and interests in Japan brought a sense of
compassion to the event’s atmosphere as well.  The
presentation was warmly received as the discussion after the
event gave members an opportunity to meet the JETRO
representatives, along with other guests.

JASM President Dick Stahl
presenting JETRO’s Tatsuhiro
Shindo with a gift from JASM.

Tatsuhiro Shindo, Ralph
Inforzato and Dick Stahl meet
Ambassador Walter Mondale

Corporate Benefactor Members
McQuay International, Inc.
Delta Airlines, Inc.

Corporate Sustaining Members
3M Company

American Medical Systems, Inc.
Anderson Corporation

Boston Scientific Corporation

Dorsey & Whitney, LLP

DRC, Inc.

Hamre, Schumann, Mueller & Larson, PC
Hubbard Broadcasting

Larkin Hoffman Daly & Lindgren Ltd.

Mall of America

Medtronic

St. Jude Medical

Taiyo International, Inc.

The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd.
Gray Plant Mooty

Corporate Contributing Members
Briggs and Morgan, P.A.
Comcast Cable

Compart Family Farms
Devicix, LLC

Electromed, Inc.

Fish & Richardson, P.C.
Fredrikson & Byron, PA
Japan Lifeline Co. Ltd.
Leonard, Street and Deinard
Lion Precision

Proto Labs, Inc.

Partners in Service
CrossingPaths Intercultural Inc.
Dave Steffens Automotive &
Conway Auto Clinic

Fujiya Restaurant

Genesis Business Centers, Ltd.
Gnarus Medical Consulting, Inc.
J&K Trading, LLC

Kikugawa at Riverplace

Kiku Enterprises

KW Commercial Midwest
Origami Restaurant

Otis Associates, Inc.

St. Paul Saints

Sakura Restaurant & Sushi Bar
Satellite Industries

Tomodachi

Nonprofit Members

Aikido of Minnesota

BioBusiness Alliance of Minnesota

Bloomington Sister City Organization

JETAA Minnesota

JETRO Chicago

KCC-Japan Education Exchange

Macalester College Asian Language &
Culture Department

Minneapolis Japanese School

Minnesota International Center

Minnesota Trade Office

Mu Performing Arts

N-Dimensional Japan

Saint Paul Convention & Visitors Authority

Winona State Univ. Global Studies Dept.
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English Calendar of Events (Minnesota Tsurezure)

Annual Holidazzle Parade
Starting December 18th every week from Thursday to
Sunday at Nicollet Mall in Minneapolis

Christmas Carol
December 30th at the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis

Macys 8th Floor Holiday
Display

December 30th at Macys in
Minneapolis

Winterlights: Celebrating
the Season
January 1st at the Minneapolis Institute of Art

The Wizard of Oz
January 8th at the Minneapolis Children Theater

Minnesota Orchestra Season

Hill House Holidays
December 3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th, 17th, and 18th at James J
Hills House in St. Paul

Pet Photos with Santa
December 4th and 11th at the Mall of America

The Soul of Gershwin
From December 8th to January 1st at Park Square Theatre in
St. Paul

Holiday Lights Tour
Dec. 10th, 17th, (The bus starts from the Mall of America)

Cinderella

From December 13th to January 1st at Ordway Performing
Arts Theatre in St Paul

All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914
December 15th at the 18th Historic Bandages Theatre in
Minneapolis

Views on Christmas

One way I always knew that the
Christmas season had arrived in
Japan was through the songs on
the radio. I frequently got
serenaded by Wham!'s "Last
Christmas" wherever I went --
stores, restaurants, the radio. It
is actually quite a depressing
song about heartbreak (and more
than 20 years old), so I'm not sure why it was still so popular.
Maybe it was the melody. When the Japanese group EXILE
redid the song in 2008, they changed the words and meaning
significantly to make it more upbeat. These two versions
rivaled each other in popularity in the three years I was there.
Except for "Jingle Bells," the other classic songs and carols I
grew up with did not really ever even make an appearance.

The Japanese grocery stores and convenience stores
advertised pre-ordering Christmas Cake, a kind of spongy
cake with strawberries, other fruit, and light, whipped
frosting that is absolutely essential on Christmas Eve. Until I
had gone to Japan, I had never even heard of Christmas Cake
(more of a U.K. thing, I think), which seemed to surprise a
lot of people there.

Another thing which surprised me was that all the
kids knew who Santa was, but he seemed to be more of a
mascot for the holiday, rather than someone who played an
important role in it.

But regardless of the way that Christmas is
celebrated, the sense of good will and joy is present
throughout the season in Japan just as it is in America.

-written by Erica Johnson, former JASM intern
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Make Dream come home.

Yoko Breckenridge GRI.CRS.CDPS.
952-431-9811 ey Home
yoko@yokodhome.com 'HRNIT services




Saint Paul Nagasaki Sister City

Committee Holds Annual Meeting
December 3rd

Come to the annual meeting on Saturday, December 3, to
hear about projects by the Saint Paul Nagasaki Sister City
Commiteer and see a year-in-review video. A delicious buf-
fet by Mai Village is being prepared. Remember that $10 of
each ticket to the annual meeting will be sent to Japan for
earthquake relief.

Feel free to contact JoAnn Blatchley. President of the Saint
Paul Nagasaki Sister City Committee, for more information!

Saturday, December 3, 2011

6:00 to 8:30 PM

Oxford Community Center

Marshall and Lexington, St. Paul 55104

Tickets: $35 per person, including $10 tax deductible dona-
tion for Japan Earthquake Relief

Edo Pop Opens at

Minneapolis Institute of Art

The Minneapolis Institute of Arts is home to about 3,000
Japanese woodblock prints. These works, collectively known
as ukiyo-e, or “pictures of the floating world,” were
produced during Japan’s Edo period (1600—1868). Reflecting
the interests and activities of the newly emerging class of
moneyed commoners, ukiyo-e prints first featured the
reigning beauties of the pleasure quarters and the dashing
actors of the Kabuki theater, the pop stars of the time.

Edo Pop showcases 160
of the MIA’s best prints by the
genre’s greatest artists, including
Harunobu, Kiyonaga, Utamaro,
Shunsho, Sharaku, Toyokuni,
Hokusai, and Hiroshige.
Sensuality, fashion, decadent
entertainments, and wurban
pastimes all reflect the popular
tastes of young wurban|
sophisticates of Japan’s pre-
modern era.

In addition, the exhibition features the works of
contemporary artists who are inspired by Japanese
woodblock prints and the concepts underlying the floating
world. The exhibition runs until January 8, 2012. Tickets can
be reserved online at the Minneapolis Institute of Art.

Additional events are scheduled to go along with
the exhibition including:

Cultural Bases: The Influence of Ukiyo-e in Contemporary
Art Lecture

Sunday, December 4, 2011, 12 — 3 PM

Pillsbury Auditorium

$15; $10 for MIA members, free for members of the
Contemporary Art Affinity Group.

Building Bridges

The winds from the cool
North were mild this
November as families and
relatives gathered for the
enduring American feast,
Thanksgiving. It is a time
of sharing recipes and
stories, tall tales and hard 2
knocks, as we gather to .

catch our breath and remember who we are and where we
came from. Thanksgiving gives us that time of enduring
rituals and deep traditions that have formed from every
ethnic group and native peoples of this America.

While I was living in Japan, I felt that the end of December,
leading up to Omisoka (Dec. 3rd), and Oshogatsu (New
Year’s Day), was special for Japanese families as well. This
was a similar time of renewal and reflection that
Thanksgiving was for me in America. In Japan, the rituals
around New Years are filled with many traditions. Each
home has its special food and family rituals that tell the
stories of the past. Honoring the past with traditions and
looking with promise to the future was part of the season.

JASM will honor its past and look forward to the future in
2012 when JASM will celebrate its 40™ Anniversary. As a
Society, we will have this special opportunity to reflect on
where we have come from and what we hope to do in the
future. What do we hope to accomplish as a community in
the next 5 years? What kind of organization do we hope to
become as we enter our next decade as a Japan America
Society? Our answers to these questions may be different
individually as we are quite a diverse community.

Share your thoughts and ideas with us. Contact one of the
JASM Board members, call the JASM office or send an
email with your ideas. We welcome this exchange, knowing
that your input will help make the 40™ Anniversary a time
for honoring the past and celebrating our future together as
the JASM community.

Ben van Lierop
Executive Director

e

Kanna Club co-Leader Liz Brailsford
poses with JASM member Dan Gilbertson
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Thursday, 15th—Bonnenkai and Kanna Club

Come and close the year with the JASM family at
Kikugawa Restaurant. 5:30 p.m. doors open; 6:00 p.m.
program begins. Appetizers will be provided. Everyone
is welcome. Make your reservations early!

Shinnenkai

On Sunday, January 15th, JASM will hold its annual New
Year Celebration Shinnenkai. Beginning this year the event
will be held at the Eisenhower Community Center at 1001
Minnesota 7, Hopkins, MN 55305. The event will run from 4
pm to 8 pm and feature a wide variety of entertainment,
shopping, and activities.

The annual JASM karaoke contest will be featured
and includes prizes for judge and audience favorites. A list of
songs will be available on the JASM website beginning in
January.

Demonstrations will also occur throughout the day
and include martial arts groups, bonsai, ikebana, and
Japanese weaving. Booths representing J-Quiz, the Nihonjin-
kai, and other organizations will also be present including
Japan sister cities throughout the metro area. Make make
sure to learn more about these organization and traditional
arts and take this chance to get involved!

Omochi making, a staple of the Japanese New Year
will be offered again this year. A JASM Oriental Bazaar,
Anime Detour Booth, a special children’s area featuring
crafts, contests, and prizes for all ages, and other fun
activities will be there as well.

Japanese food and concessions, prepared by
members and friends of JASM, will be available for
purchase. Pre-registration is encouraged for this popular
event. For more information and a pre-registration form, see
our website in January or check out the January Tsushin. Are
you interested in volunteering or know of a group who’d
want to participate? Email the JASM office at jasm@mn-
japan.org.

We are still accepting donations of Japanese items to be
included in the Oriental Bazaar, so please take the time to
look through your closets and attics for items to donate.
Volunteers are also needed to help make the event a success,
so if you have questions or are interested in helping out,
email the JASM office at jasm@ua-japan.org.

Japanese Speaking Club

The Japanese Speaking Club is an informal meeting place for
those wishing to practice Japanese. We encourage those just
beginning the language as well as native speakers to gather at
Espresso Royale Café in Downtown Minneapolis to meet
new people, discuss experiences in Japan, or simply to speak
Japanese. Come when you can, leave when you must.
Date/Time: Every Saturday, any time after 3:00 p.m.
Place: Espresso Royale Cafe

1229 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55403
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Nihonjin-kai Pot Luck- H AR AN BN T F X0,
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574231 Bloomington Ave S. MPLS, MN 55407
(AAGEREFM CIX, A, © 74, DVDOE L LI3HE
kBHcd)

Please come along to the Nihonjin-kai Pot Luck!
We are having a pot luck party the 2nd Monday of every
month at noon. You can mix with Japanese people who are
living in Minnesota. Every 4th Sunday of the month, join
Nihonjin-kai for great discussion with snacks and beverages
beginning at 1p.m.
Location : 4231 Bloomington Ave S. MPLS, MN 55407
(Use of the Japanese Library is FREE and open to the pub-
lic.)

To list Japan-related events in the Tsushin, email
information by the 15th of the month to:

jasm@us-japan.org
N\NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNANNNNNNANNNNNNANNNNNNN NN NN NN NN NN

Corrections

Please report any inaccuracies you find in this publica-

tion to jasm.interns@gmail.com. We are always striving
to provide our members with the best possible product

and your input is important to us!
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Japan America Society of Minnesota
O Membership Application O Change of Address
O Tax-deductible Donation

Name

Name (2nd adult of a household membership)

Address
City State ZIP
- Individual Membership
E-mail N $1,000+
Sustaining.................. $500+

I Contributing................ $100+
I Phone Individual ................... $30
1 Student/Senior ............ $20
1| would like to make an additional tax- | Household ................. $50
I deductable donation of (2 adults plus children under 18)
1
! Amount Enclosed:

1 (Please make checks payable to JASM)

43 Min Street SE Suite EH—131

1

: Japan America Society of Minnesota
1

I Minneapolis, MN 55414



Japan America
Society of Minnesota

Riverplace EH-131
43 Main Street SE
Minneapolis, MN 55414-1031

Tel: 612-627-9357
Fax: 612-379-2393
Jjasm(@us-japan.org
WWW.mn-japan.org
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The Japan America Society of Minnesota is a non-profit,

non-political association engaged in bringing the peoples of
Japan and the United States closer together in mutual
understanding, respect, and cooperation. Through programs
and interchange, it endeavors to promote an appreciation of
cultural, educational, economic, public, and other affairs of
interest to both peoples. Membership in the society is open
to individuals, corporations, and other organizations
interested in furthering its programs.

The Japan America Society of Minnesota is a member of the
National Association of Japan-America Societies.






