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Recap: Artist Talk “Water Flows, Life Blooms” with 
Mayumi Amada 

On February 25th, JASM 
members, friends, and staff 
gathered virtually for 
Mayumi Amada’s artist 
talk. The evening’s falling 
snowflakes made an 
appropriate backdrop for 
many of Amada-san’s 
works. JASM director Rio 
Saito described first 
meeting the artist and 

discovering that they grew up in the same small town in Gunma 
prefecture! Mayumi Amada came to Minnesota to pursue 
education and her dream of becoming an artist. “And now I am 
living my dream,” she said. 
  
Mayumi-san described an influential art experience from her 
grad school days. Minimalist artist Donald Judd (1928-1994) 
created a huge, peaceful space filled with large aluminum boxes 
arranged in a simple pattern. The forms and peaceful 
atmosphere made a deep impression on Amada.  
  
Doilies have been a recurring theme in Mayumi-san’s work. 
Why doilies? According to the artist: they are beautiful, elegant, 
and delicate. Patterns and techniques have been handed down 
from generations of needleworkers. Amada’s own grandmothers 
taught her to crochet. Repeated stitches make patterns which 
repeat in circular forms. Circles are often used as a metaphor for 
mortality and life – life “cycles” – and this adds meaning to the 
designs. 
  
Experimentation follows ideas in the artist’s work. Amada 
described how empty fields and lakes got her thinking about 
what materials would work to create the art she envisioned. She 
eventually discovered buoyant rope and crocheted giant floating 
doilies. The movement of the doilies added to the effect; you 
can watch a short video of the undulating forms here: 
mayumiamada.myportfolio.com/remembering-grandmothers                                                                            

                       Recap: Artist Talk continues on page 2. 

Recap: Digital J-Quiz 2022 

On Saturday, February 12th, high school students from across 
Minnesota and Wisconsin gathered for J-Quiz 2022 online, due 
to the COVID pandemic. This year, 74 students from seven high 
schools competed in a battle of cultural knowledge and Japanese 
language proficiency for a chance to advance to the 30th 
National Japan Bowl in April. 
   

Whether online or in person, our goal for J-Quiz hasn’t changed: 
to increase cultural awareness and understanding and to bring 
together students who have an interest in Japan. This event was 
organized by JASM in cooperation with the Minnesota Council 
of Teachers of Japanese (MCTJ), supported by the Consulate-
General of Japan in Chicago and many volunteers who want to 
support our youth. JASM expresses our deep appreciation for 
our J-Quiz sponsors and volunteers. Please take a look at the 
acknowledgements on page 3. 
  

This was our second Digital J-Quiz. We  
brought back Level I competition, a T-shirt 
contest and a college fair.   
  

Following student check-in, the event 
began with the opening ceremony. JASM 
Executive Director Rio Saito gave a 
warm welcome to all the students and 
teachers. Then we received a greeting 
from the Honorable Consul-General 
of Japan in MN, ND, and SD, Ron 
Leonhardt, who addressed the 
importance of learning about other 
cultures. Next we heard 
from Consulate General of Japan in 
Chicago Consul-General Hiroshi 
Tajima, who is grateful for JASM's 
ongoing commitment to events like J-Quiz. He thanked teachers 
and parents for supporting and encouraging students as they 
learn Japanese. 
                         Recap: Digital J-Quiz 2022 continues on page 2 

(Bottom left) Level IV winners from Madison County Day School 

(top, left to right); Rio Saito, JASM Executive Director; Mina 
Morichika and Patricia Breun, teachers of Japanese at Madison 

County Day School  

Consul-General Tajima 

Honorable Consul-
General Ron 
Leonhardt  

https://mayumiamada.myportfolio.com/remembering-grandmothers


In works large and small, Amada often 
reminds us of our mortality, in words, 
images, and devices such as mirrors, 
light, and shadow. It was fascinating to 
see how the artist worked with various 
materials until she achieved the effect she 
had imagined. I was inspired by the way 
she literally magnified the humble doily 
into giant hanging, floating, or wearable 
artworks. It’s a wonderful lifting up of 
what is traditionally women’s craft into 
museum environments and large spaces. 
Mayumi-san’s artistry helps us see what 
might be thought of as “ordinary” in new 
ways.  
  
Light and shadow, form and emptiness, single and overlapping 
patterns: Amada’s large, carefully lit works transform rooms 
dramatically. Using large flat or cylindrical forms and special 
lighting, crocheted or cut-out patterns become an entire stunning 
environment.  
  
This artist has been inspired by decades-old crochet books from 
many countries. She has used these traditional designs in many 
ways: for cast metal works, a piano, clothing, and huge museum 
and outdoor installations. She has worked alone and in community 
project settings. 

  
Mayumi-san next 
talked about the 
form and meaning 
of her Japanese 
family crest, an 
arrangement of nine 
circles. She 

discovered this pattern in many places and objects, from doilies to 
kimono silks to corporate logos to an ancient Japanese Buddhist 
mandala.  
  
Recycled materials are another form and theme of the artist’s 
work. She discovered a doily- or flower-like form at the bottom of 
common soda pop bottles. Recycling is another “circle of life” 
metaphor embedded here. The recent scientific discovery of 
several species of plastic-eating mushrooms inspired more art, 
crocheted from recycled grocery bags. 

  
Generations, re-generation; 
beginnings, endings, form 
and emptiness; light, shadow, 
tradition, mortality. These 
concepts flow through 
Mayumi Amada’s work. 
Many thanks to the artist for 
giving the JASM community 
an introduction to this 

thought-provoking and meaningful art.   
  
There was a brief Q&A at the end of the talk. Amada-san said that 
she is actively looking for new projects and connections.  
  
You can see more of the artist’s work on her web site: 
mayumiamada.myportfolio.com 
  
Betty Tisel, JASM member and volunteer 

Recap: Artist Talk “Water Flows, Life Blooms” with 
Mayumi Amada continues... 

The students checked into session rooms to compete privately 
in teams of two to three, starting with Levels I and II.  Level III 
and IV students were offered two cultural presentations while they 
waited for their sessions. This year we were fortunate to offer two 
great videos. One was from Maria Traxler and Jenn Justad, who 
showed us how to dance Seicho Yosakoi, and another from 
Harisen Daiko (taiko drumming). These cultural presentations 
both taught and entertained.  
  

In addition to the cultural presentations there was an online 
college fair where students could learn about colleges in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin that have Japanese language courses. 
Another J-quiz option: viewing J-Pop & culture videos curated by 
Aiko Hatano, Japan Outreach Initiative (JOI) Coordinator who has 
been working for JASM since January of this year. 
  

While results were being tabulated, JASM 
President Bob Luck shared his thoughts on 
the strengths of language learning and J-
Quiz. Even though Luck lived in Japan for a 
long time and speaks Japanese fluently 
, he was impressed with the difficulty of 
questions the students were answering in 
this quiz questions. Finally, Rio Saito 
announced the winners and closed the 2022 
Digital J-Quiz. 

  

JASM would like to 
congratulate the winning teams 
as well as all this year’s 
competitors. Students who 
participated at J-Quiz showed 
their strong teamwork and 
passion from beginning to end. 
Here are the results. 
  
J-Quiz 2022 Winners 
 
Level I: Shakopee High 
School, Anna Haremza, Thinh 
Tran, Celine Thomas  
  
Level II: Shakopee High 
School, Thony Iv, Joanna Lin, 
Lashley Pambuena 
  
Level III: Shakopee High 
School, Luth Khairulfuda, 
Chandra Tran, Nick Nguyen 
  
Level IV: Madison County 
Day School, Nicholas 

Kaminski, Bruce Lee, Lachlan Canavan (pictured on page 1) 
  
The J-Quiz committee received 19 creative t-shirt designs from 
participating high schools. The winner was Hazel Onsrud from 
Southwest High School. Thank you and congratulations! 

Recap: Digital J-Quiz 2022 continues... 

Level I: Shakopee High School  

Level II: Shakopee High School  

Level III: Shakopee High School  

Bob Luck, JASM 
President  

https://mayumiamada.myportfolio.com/


Please thank our members  
with your support! 

Corporate Benefactor Members 
Daikin Applied 
Delta Air Lines, Inc. 
MTS Systems Corporation 
Sawai Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. 
Taiyo International  
 
Corporate Patron Members  
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
Corporate Sustaining Members 
Arctos Law PLLP 
Deloitte Tax, LLP 
Hamre, Schumann, Mueller & Larson, PC 
Japan Lifeline Co. Ltd. 
Mall of America 
Medtronic, Inc. 
Metropolitan Airports Commission 
MGK, Inc. 
Minnesota Council of Teachers of Japanese 
Naigai Industries US.A. Inc. 
The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, Ltd. 
 
Corporate Contributing Members 
Briggs and Morgan, P.A. 
IACE Travel 
Satellite Industries, Inc. 
Surdyk’s Liquor & Cheese Shop 
ŪMEI 
 
Partners in Service 
JK’s Table 
Kiku Enterprises, Inc. 
Minnesota Trade Office 
Sakura Restaurant 
Saint Paul Saints Baseball Club 
Saji-Ya Restaurant 
Suishin Restaurant 
Tomodachi 
Zen Healing Center 
 
Nonprofit Members 
Concordia Language Villages 
Economic Club of Minnesota 
Global Minnesota 
JETAA Minnesota 
JETRO Chicago 
JP Network, St. Cloud State University 
KCC–Japan Education Exchange 
Macalester College Asian Languages &  
      Cultures Department 
Minneapolis Japanese School  
Minneapolis Institute of Art 
Minnesota Orchestra 
Mu Performing Arts 
NDSU-Emily Reynolds  
      Historic Costume Collection 
Twin Cities Aikido Center 
UMN Department of Asian and Middle Eastern              
  Studies  
University of North Dakota-Grand Forks 
Winona State University Global Studies and 
World Languages 
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1. Japan, Russia, and Their Territorial Dispute: The Northern 
Delusion; James D. J. Brown, Routledge Press, 2016  

2. Japan’s Russia: Challenging the East-West Paradigm; Olga 
Solovieva, Cambria Press, 2020 

3. Russian Policy towards China and Japan: The El’tsin 
[Yeltsin] and Putin Periods; Natasha Khurt, Routledge 
Press, 2011 

  

On Thursday, February 24, 2022, Russian armed forces 
unlawfully attacked and invaded the sovereign territory of 
Ukraine. This certainly is an inflection point in international 
relations. Condemnations by heads of state were swift and 
vocal. Japan, while hesitant to impose sanctions on Russia in 
2014 when Crimea was annexed, made haste to embrace them 
now. 
  
Here are three books for the JASM reader to better weigh the 
aftermath of February 24, 2022, as it affects Japan’s foreign 
policy. All three are relevant because they were written during 
Putin’s regime.  
  
Japan, Russia, and Their Territorial Dispute is a comprehensive 
study of the relations between the erstwhile Soviet Union and 
Japan and their claims to the Northern Territories, the four 
islands north of Hokkaido. The study finds that Japan’s 
diplomatic corps initially overestimated their leverage over 
Russia and consequently return of the islands remains 
problematic. 
  
Japan’s Russia was recently released in September 2020 and is 
over 560 pages. It is an excellent analysis of background history 
between Russia and Japan and geo-political relations of the Far 
East. 
  
Russian Policy is part of an extended series published by the 
British Association of Slavonic and East European Studies at the 
University of Kent in the United Kingdom. The series includes 
Ukraine’s Foreign and Security Policy (No. 1) and State 
Building in Ukraine (No. 10). It is partly based on Khurt’s 
doctoral thesis that rapprochement between Russia and Japan 
was made difficult because of Japan’s relations with the United 
States. Khurt opines that Putin intends an ‘economization’ of 
foreign policy with Japan to fashion new initiatives dealing with 
energy policy and disputes over the Kuril Islands. He figures 
that high oil prices in Russia’s favor translated into 
intransigence in dealing with the territories.   
  
Tom Haeg 

Tom Haeg’s Book Review 

Hinamatsuri, the Japanese Doll Festival, is held on March 3rd as 
a seasonal event to celebrate girls and pray for their continued 
health and happiness. The set of dolls (hina) associated with this 
festival is displayed in public settings and private homes. 
  
On February 26th, I visited the Rourke Art Museum in 
Moorhead, MN to see the whole set of Hina dolls. The dolls are 
on loan from the Northern Plains Botanic Garden Society 
https://www.npbgs.org/gardens and they welcome the public to 
visit the exhibit through March 27 at the Rourke, https://
www.therourke.org/, 521 Main Ave, Moorhead, MN. 
  
Doll exchanges between Japan and America began in 1927 
when each state in America received at least one doll as a sign 
of friendship between the two countries. In 2013, JACES (Japan
-America Cultural Exchange Society) of Okayama renewed 
friendship with North Dakota by gifting a complete set of 15 
hina dolls to the Northern Plains Botanic Garden Society in 
recognition of a plan to create a Japanese garden at Yunker Park 
in Fargo. Each year the Hina dolls are displayed in a different 
area venue. 
  
At the Rourke Museum, on the first 
floor, there are a lot of beautiful oil 
paintings by artists from Fargo, 
North Dakota. The Japanese 
displays are on the second floor. 
There are some Japanese ukiyo-e (a 
traditional art form from the Edo 
period) and other Japanese art 
objects in the same room. I didn't 
expect there to be any other 
displays besides the Hina dolls. It 
was worth visiting! 
  

The Rourke Art Museum is open 1 

- 5 p.m. on Fridays, Saturdays, and 

Sundays. Admission is free. Face masks are required but 

disposable surgical masks are available at the reception desk. I 

highly recommend visiting the museum during your spring 

break! 

  

Aiko Hatano 
Japan Outreach Initiative (JOI) Coordinator  

Hinamatsuri at the Rourke Art Museum 
in Moorhead, MN  

https://www.npbgs.org/gardens
https://www.npbgs.org/gardens
https://www.therourke.org/
https://www.therourke.org/


在シカゴ日本国総領事館からの海外在住者へのお知らせの 
転写です。  
 
——————————————————————————2/22/2022———————————————————
予約受付の待ち時間が改善されましたので、ご案内いたし

ます。ぜひご利用ください。 

 

２月１日（火）の開始以降、多くのお申込みをいただいた

ことにより、待ち時間が発生し、ご迷惑をお掛けしており

ましたが、予約システムの改善や対応する医師の増強によ

り、現在は待ち時間が短縮されるよう改善されております

（※ただし、心療内科については、特に多くのお申し込み

をいただいているため、引き続き日程調整にお時間を要す

る場合がございます。）。本件事業をぜひご利用くださ

い。 

—————————————————————————1/31/2022————————————————————
全世界の在留邦人の方々を対象に、無料でのオンラインに

よる医療相談・精神カウンセリングサービスを実施します

ので、ぜひご利用下さい。 

 

新型コロナウイルス感染症の世界的な感染拡大により、病

院へのアクセスが制限されるなど健康面での不安を抱えて

いらっしゃる在留邦人（※）の方々に対して、無料でのオ

ンラインによる医療相談・精神カウンセリングを、２月１

日から３月３１日まで実施することとなりました。 

本事業は、世界のタイムゾーンに対応して２４時間、無料

で日本人専門医によるオンラインでの医療相談・精神カウ

ンセリングをご利用いただくことが可能です（事前予約

制）。 

ご希望される方は、下記のサイトから予約をお願いいたし

ます。 
http://doctorfellow.net/MOFA 
 

本事業に関するご質問については、本事業の受注者である

株式会社 Medifellowにて受け付けておりますので、下記の

メールアドレスまでお問い合わせください。 
dr-fellow-contact@medifellow.jp 
 

※本事業では、海外に居住中または一時滞在中の日本国民

及びその家族（一親等内かつ外国人を含む）が対象となり

ます。 

《このe-mailアドレスは、配信専用です。このメッセージに

返信いただかないようお願いいたします。》 

 

当館連絡先 

Tel: (312) 280-0400(24 時間対応)(注) 
Fax: (312) 280-9568 
Email: ryoji1@cg.mofa.go.jp 
 

(注)コロナウイルス感染症予防のため、現在業務体制を縮

小しております。平日午前9時15分から午後5時までは音声

案内に従って操作しますと担当部門につながりま す。土

曜・日曜・祝祭日、平日午後5時以降、翌日午前9時15分ま

で(事件、事故、その他緊急の用件)は、音声に従って操作

しますと、閉館時の緊急電話受付につながります。  
 

海外在留邦人向けオンライン医療相談及び精神カウンセリ

ング・サービス提供事業のご案内  
Japan America Society of Minnesota 

O Membership Application   O Change of Address 

O Membership Renewal   O Tax-deductible Donation 

 
_____________________________________________________ 

Name 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

Name (2nd adult of a household membership) 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

Address 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

City                                           State            ZIP 
 

___________________________ 

E-mail 
 

___________________________ 

Phone    
 
I would like to make an additional tax- 
deductible donation of                  

 
Amount Enclosed:____________  

(Please make checks payable to JASM) 
 

Japan America Society of Minnesota 
P.O. Box 26639, Minneapolis, MN 55426 

Individual Membership 
Patron…………………… $1,000+ 
Sustaining……………… $500+ 
Contributing……………. $100+ 
Individual ………………. $30 
Student  …………………$20 
Household ……………... $50  
(2 adults plus children under 18) 

 

Become a JASM Member 
Support our mission and become a member! 

1. Go to mn-japan.org 
2. At the top, hover over ‘Support’ then click on ‘Join’ 
3. Select your membership type and read the benefits and 

instructions. 
You can also become a member using your smartphone. 

Membership News (1/21 –2/20, 2022) 

Thanks to the following new JASM members:  
 

Catherine Hunter, Christopher Kelly, Nanoko Sato 

 

Thanks to the following renewing JASM members: 
 

Jameson Collins, Aaron Eastwood, Laura Johnson, 
Richard Kushino, Jakub and Rei Nemec,  

Maggie Quam, Jose Rivera,  

Gregory and Miho Schuneman, Maritza Steele 

 

Thanks to the following renewing JASM Corporate  

members: 
 

Mall of America 

Winona State University, Global Studies and World 
Languages Department 

http://doctorfellow.net/MOFA
mailto:dr-fellow-contact@medifellow.jp
mailto:ryoji1@cg.mofa.go.jp
mn-japan.org
https://japanamericasocietyofminnesota.wildapricot.org/Join-JASM
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The Japan America Society of Minnesota is a 
non-profit, non-political association engaged 
in bringing the peoples of Japan and the 
United States closer together in mutual 
understanding, respect, and cooperation. 
Through programs and interchange, it 
endeavors to promote an appreciation of 
cultural, educational, economic, public, and 
other affairs of interest to both peoples. 
Membership in the society is open to 
individuals, corporations, and other 
organizations interested in furthering its 
programs. 
 
The Japan America Society of Minnesota is a 
member of the National Association of 
Japan-America Societies. 
 
Please report any inaccuracies you find in 
this publication to jasm@mn-japan.com 

Digital J-Quiz 2022 

P.O. Box 26639 
Minneapolis, MN 55426 

 

jasm@mn-japan.org 
www.mn-japan.org 

Students from Denmark High School 

Level IV 3rd place, North High School Level II  2nd place, North High School 

Level II 3rd place, North High School 

Level II 3rd place, Southwest High School 

Level IV 3rd place, Denmark HS 

Students  from Southwest High School Level III  2nd place, Shakopee HS 

Level IV  2nd place, Madison County Day School 

  

  

   


